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Hello Hawks, 
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended 
conferences last week.  It was a great time for our 
teachers to discuss what we have been doing in 
the classroom.  I personally enjoyed chatting with 
many of you.  I hope any questions you had were 
answered. 
 
Beginning November 4th, we are going to pilot a 
new plan to help individualize students 
education.  This year our district has been using a 
program called IXL.  IXL has a lot of features that 
our staff will use, but I want to share our specific 
plan is to use the diagnostic assessment to identify 
any potential gaps in a student’s knowledge.  IXL 
then provides activities to fill those gaps.  Our plan 
is to try using Focus every Monday for this activity.  
Students will still have open Focus 4 days per 
week.  As a school, we feel these targeted 
interventions are worth trading the 30 minutes of 
Focus weekly. That said, we will re-evaluate around 
Winter Break to see if we want to continue 
spending Monday during Focus on IXL. 
 
For the parents who are eager to be engaged, there 
is a lot of data in IXL Analytics. To access the 
reports, all you need to do is sign in to your child’s 
account and click on Analytics. There you can 
choose from five reports (Usage details, Trouble 
spots, Score chart, Questions log, and Progress & 
improvement) to learn more about your child’s 
progress and see exactly what they are doing! 
Additionally, I have included a link below that is 

designed for parents who want to support IXL at 
home. 
 
https://www.ixl.com/community/IXL-School-
Break-Strategies-for-Parents.pdf 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrew Schoonover 
Principal 
 

Child Find 
The district conducts Child Find activities for the 
purpose of locating, evaluating, and identifying 
students with a suspected disability who are 
residing within district boundaries. Child Find 
activities apply to children who are not currently 
receiving special education and related services. 
Parents having concerns about their child’s health, 
hearing, intellectual functioning, language, 
learning, movement, serious behavioral needs, 
speech, or vision can call the district’s 
Special Programs Assistant at 360 448-6415.   
 

Inclement Weather 
WEATHER & EMERGENCY CLOSURE INFORMATION 
Hockinson School District makes every effort to 
ensure safety throughout the district. In the 
unfortunate event that safety is compromised, 
Hockinson School District will communicate to 
staff, students, and parents on the situation and 
potential impacts. These communications include 
information on school closures or late starts due to 
weather or natural disasters, structural damage to 
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buildings, or any potential threats. The district uses 
multiple communication tools to deliver this 
information in an effective and timely manner. 
Please review the information below to stay 
informed on district communication efforts, 
policies and procedures. 
 
Stay Up-To-Date with News Sources: 
Automated Phone Calls & Emails: Please keep your 
contact information updated with the district's 
Family Access (Skyward) system. This will ensure 
accurate and timely notifications. You can contact 
your school office to update your information.  
 
District Website: Bookmark www.hocksd.org for 
easy access. 
 
Flash Alert News: this site sends automatic 
notifications to the local news and radio stations. 
 
Weather Related Closures: 
Hockinson School District administrators take 
many factors into consideration when determining 
school closures, and then notify the media and 
place calls to families and staff through our 
automated notification system. Additional 
announcements are made on the district's web 
page, emergency closure line, social media pages 
and FlashAlert News. If the Hockinson area 
experiences inclement weather during the school 
day and buses cannot safely transport students 
home, students will be kept at school to wait for 
their parents or to make other transportation 
arrangements. Also, if the bus driver believes a 
student may be locked out of their home during 
bad weather, the student will be returned to their 
school or the district office, if schools are closed. 
There are no before school or after school activities 
during a school closure. 
 
If there are problems with the roads due to snow or 
ice, there are several events that occur depending 
on severity: 
 
1. Schools open on time - buses on regular routes 
2. Schools open on time - buses on Snow Routes 

3. Schools on 2-hour late start - buses on regular 
routes 
4. Schools on 2-hour late start - buses on Snow 
Routes 
5. Early Release due to inclement weather 
 
Late Starts: 
In the event of late starts, school begins two hours 
later than the regular starting time and there will 
be no morning pre-school. There are no before 
school activities during a two hour late start. There 
is no bus to Cascadia Technical Academy during 
two hour late starts.  Please see the school’s 
website for their two hour late start schedules. 
 
Snow Routes - Buses: 
Snow Route information can be found on the 
district and school web sites: Busing Information. If 
the district is operating on Snow Routes in the 
morning, buses will also be on Snow Routes in the 
afternoon even if the roads are dry to eliminate 
confusion of pick-up points. Parents who have to 
drive their children to school in the morning will 
also need to make arrangements to pick them up 
in the afternoon. Parents always have the option to 
keep your child home if you feel that it is unsafe to 
navigate the roads around Hockinson. Please 
notify your child's school of your decision. 
 
College and Career Center 
The College and Career Center is on Schoology.  
Join the group for updates, a list of events in the 
calendar section, as well as resources such as 
scholarships, High School and Beyond planning, 
testing and more.  Join the group so updates go 
straight on your newsfeed or just check in when 
needed.  In Schoology, go to groups, see all, school 
groups, and then click on College and Career 
Center.  You can also join the group with access 
code ZN8X9-3XK87. 
 

Yearbook 
Seniors! Time is running out! Your senior picture 
and quote need to be submitted to the yearbook by 
November 15th. No exceptions. Go to the HHS 
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home page, then to "Students", and find the 
"Senior" information link to submit.     
 

Band 
Wind Ensemble Retreat 
 

 
   
Thanks to the generous support of the HHS Music 
Boosters, the 7th annual HHS Wind Ensemble 
Retreat was held at the Cispus Learning Center, a 
68-acre campus, located in the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest. Friday, Oct. 4th thru to Sunday Oct. 
6th was a weekend filled with a combination of 
music rehearsal, band bonding activities, 
leadership skills and recreational time, all with the 
goal of bringing us closer together as an ensemble. 
Mission was accomplished and great time was had 
by all! 
 
Band enjoy the National Forest rehearsing in their 
Sections:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
   
 



P a g e  | 4 
 

Cispus Learning Center Teamwork Exercises 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
Hockinson/Washougal Concert 
On October 29th Washougal High School got to host 
this year’s Fall Concert. For the 11th year 
Hockinson and Washougal Jazz Bands & Wind 
Ensembles are combined for this fun educational 
exchange. 
 
Honor Bands 
Western International Band Clinic (WIBC) 
For the past 40 years, band directors and students 
from all over the west coast have been invited to 
attend WIBC in Seattle, Washington. This clinic 
brings in world-renowned composers, conductors, 
and musicians to work with four honor bands made 
up of high school students selected based on a 
recorded audition. This year, 4 students were 
selected from HHS to join the 41st annual WIBC 
honor bands. They will travel to Seattle on Friday, 
Nov 22nd to practice with several prestigious 
conductors for the weekend. The trip culminates 
with concerts on the morning of Monday, 
November 25th. Congratulations to these HHS 
students! 
 
Kellan Brinkman – Trombone 
Halley Care – Percussion 
Sydney Henwood – Clarinet 
Naomi Neve - Percussion 
 
Poinsettia Sale 
Poinsettia sale begins November 1st!! 
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Order forms will go out to students. All proceeds 
benefit the band program. Poinsettias will be 
delivered in time for the holidays! Delivery/Pick-up 
dates are Friday Nov. 22nd and Saturday Nov. 23rd. 
 
Band Events This Month 
Home Football Game – Nov. 1st  
Music Boosters Meeting – Nov. 5th  
Band Picture Day – Nov. 4th  
WIBC Band Clinic weekend in Seattle – Nov. 22nd 
to 25th  
 

FBLA 
On October 16th, 10 of our FBLA students got to 
attend the Jordan Brand "Believe to Achieve" event 
(sponsored by Sports Career Consulting) at NIKE 
World Headquarters. The event included a tour of 
the NIKE campus in Beaverton, along with the 
opportunity for our students to create a NIKE shoe 
and ad campaign.  Winners were showcased at the 
end of the day on stage.  
 

 
 
The students heard motivational presentations 
from a variety of professionals within the Jordan 
Brand, including designers, product 
development members and more.  One of the 
speakers had competed on American Ninja Warrior 
twice. Our FBLA members got to bring home a 
Jordan Brand poster, and a book written by Howard 
H White, the keynote speaker of the day.  It was an 
inspiring, uplifting day for all. 

 

 
 
We look forward to attending again next year, as it 
is an annual event. 

 

 
 

Boosters 
Auction:  
The Boosters would like to thank the 190 people 
who purchased tickets and joined us for this year’s 
auction. We are excited to report that it was our 
most financially successful auction to date. It was 
so fun to see so many people embrace our 
WoodstHawk theme. We would also like to thank 
all of the families and businesses that donated all 
the fabulous items we had available for bidding on 
as well as all of our hard-working volunteers.  Mark 



P a g e  | 6 
 

your calendars now for 2020 when our auction is 
back at the Heathman on Saturday, October 17. 
 
Holiday Bazaar: 
Mark your calendars for November 23rd so you 
don’t miss this year’s Holiday Bazaar located at the 
high school.  
This year’s 
bazaar is 
gearing up to 
be one of our 
largest. We 
are expanding 
and adding 
even more 
vendors.  The 
earlier date 
this year 
means you 
can get some 
great items in 
plenty of time 
for your 
holiday gift 
buying. 
 

*If you are interested in reserving a vendor space, 
follow the link on our website 
www.hockinsonboosters.com 
 
*Support you community by using AmazonSmile 
and selecting AAA Boosters as your nonprofit 
choice.  Amazon will donate a portion of eligible 
sales to the Boosters! 
 

 
 
Hockinson High School Faculty  
To contact any staff member by e-mail use the 
following address scheme:  
 firstname.lastname@hocksd.org 

For example, to contact Principal Andrew 
Schoonover: andrew.schoonover@hocksd.org 

Andrew Schoonover Principal 

Josh Johnson Asst. Principal/Athletic 
Director 

Teachers: 

  

Toni Allyn Language Arts 

Kamarla Barkee CTE Business, Work-
Based Learning 

Christy Bisconer Speech/Language 
Pathologist 

David Coffing Social Studies 

Curtis Collingwood Spanish 

Stephen Cookson French 

Andrew Davis Science 

Kari DeBower Math/Computer 
Science 

Dennis DeWitt Science 

Sally Drendel Language Arts/Yrbk 

Elizabeth Fortier Language Arts 

Eric Gerdlund Math 

Joey Harteloo Language Arts 

Nicole Hartley Math 

Tanya Hochhalter Visual Arts 

Eirik Huset CTE-Woods 

Berit Kretz Math 

BeLynda Lee-Jensen Science 

Shannon McCombs Instructional Coach/ 
Credit Recovery/ 
Language Arts 

Corey McEnry Performing Arts - Music 

Jennifer Miller College/Career 
Counselor 
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Heidi Morris Social Studies 

Sean O’Neal Social Studies/ 
Math/Pysch 

Patty Ortega Special Education 

Randy Pearrow PE 

Anna Penttila Math 

Leslie Pershall Health/PE 

Janet Prentice Special Education 

Angela Redinger Social Studies 

Thomas Royce Science 

Leslie Ruby Developmental 
Resource 

Greg Saum Language Arts/Theatre 

Jade Scott Language Arts 

Becky Smarr Preschool/18-21 

Sebastian Strickler Spanish 

Beth Tugaw ASB/PE/Athletics 

Shairn Villa Psychologist 

Justine Warunek-Lane ELL 

Counselors: 

Brian Kimber Counselor, 
Last Names A - K 

Myke Pace Counselor, 
Last Names L - Z 

Support Staff: 

Maria Anaya Para-educator 

Joshua Brown-Silva Nutrition Director with 
Chartwells 

Shawn Cass Nurse 

Joanne Graham Registrar 

Becky Hawkins Principal’s Secretary 

Karrie Higley Custodian 

Kade Hoots Lead Custodian 

Mary Hylton Security 

Weston Komathy Custodian 

Lisa Krussow Media Tech 

Susan Lemos Para-educator 

Carolee McAfee Athletic Secretary 

Rose Patten Sped Para-educator 

Alizz Quarles Prevention/Interventio
n Specialist 

Shaun Robertson School Resource 
Officer 

Kristi Rogers Office Staff 

Gelaine Scroggie Custodian 

Tamariea Siebert  Para-educator 

Angela Stanek Para-educator 

Shelley Tochtrop Para-educator 

Tracy Turner ASB Bookkeeper 

 
Coming Up 

Fri 11/1 Fall Recognition Assembly Focus 

Mon 11/4 
WSUV Application Workshop for 
seniors.  App fee waived! 

Focus 

Fri 11/8 Veterans Day Assembly Focus 

Mon 11/11 Veterans Day – No School  

Fri 11/15 
Senior Portraits due for Yearbook 
– online submission 

 

Sat 11/23 Holiday Bazaar – Commons 9-4 

Mon 11/25 
Meeting for Seniors (Jostens), 
MPR 

Focus 
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Wed - 
Fri 

11/27 
11/28 
11/29 

Thanksgiving Break – No School  

Thur 12/5 
Jostens Parent Night for Orders, 
library 

6-7 

Fri 12/6 Jostens Orders, commons Lunch 

Fri 12/6 Addams Family Theatre Production 7 PM 

Sat 12/7 Addams Family Theatre Production 
1 PM 

& 7PM 

Thur, 
Fri, 
Sat 

12/12, 
13, 14 

Addams Family Theatre Production 7PM 

Sat 12/14 Santa Breakfast  

Tue 12/17 Winter Band Concert 7:30 

 
12/21-

1/5 
Winter Break – No School  

 
HHS Vision: to create an environment that is 
engaging and supportive, where students are 
challenged academically, intellectually, and 
personally to think critically, creatively and with 
flexibility. 
 
Hockinson High School  
16819 NE 159th St. 
Brush Prairie, WA  98606 
P: 360-448-6450   
F: 360-448-6459 
Cascade Transportation: 360-687-7137 
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So, I heard the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) isn’t a graduation 
requirement anymore?? 

 
Simply put: yes and no. 

 
This past spring the Washington State Legislature passed House Bill 1599 which provides students multiple pathways to demonstrate 
proficiency in English Language Arts and Math. Students in the classes of 2020 and beyond can choose from the options below. 
 
While the pathways that do not include state testing are an option, Washington State still requires that students participate in Smarter 
Balanced testing in the spring of their 10th grade year. The majority of students will meet their ELA and Math requirements through 
their SBAC scores, but students who do not will have the option of pursuing one of the other pathways. 
 
For more information about these recent changes such as how to access the different pathways or waivers contact your child’s school 
counselor or visit sbe.wa.gov. 
 

 Pathway Details 

1 Meet or exceed the graduation scores in the Washington State 
Assessments (SBAC) in English Language Arts and Mathematics 

Minimum scores 
ELA: 2548 
Math: 2595 

2 
Earn at least one high school credit in ELA and at least one high 
school credit in math in dual credit courses (Running Start, 
College in the High School, and Career and Technical Education 
dual credit courses). 

Students do not have to pay fees or 
claim college credit to meet this 
pathway, but they must be eligible 
for college credit at the level of 100 
or higher, by meeting the program 
criteria established by the local 
district and the applicable higher 
education entity. 

3 
For both ELA and math, earn a 3 or higher on certain Advanced 
Placement exams or a 4 or higher on certain International 
Baccalaureate exams or an E on certain Cambridge International 
exams, or pass the course with at least a C+. 

 

4 Meet or exceed the graduation scores set by SBE in the math and 
ELA portions of the SAT or ACT. 

Minimum ELA scores 
SAT w/ Essay: 410 
ACT w/ Writing: 14 
Minimum Math scores 
SAT: 430 
ACT: 16 

5 
Pass a transition course in ELA and math (for example, a Bridge to 
College course, which is a senior course for students who earned a 
Level 2 on the SBA) which allows a student to place directly into a 
credit-bearing college level course.  

 

6 Meet any combination of at least one ELA and one math option of 
those options listed in 1-5 

 

7 
Meet standard on the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery) by scoring at least the minimum established by 
the military for eligibility to serve in a branch of the armed 
services. 

 

8 

Complete a sequence of Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
courses: two or more high school credits of CTE courses in a 
progression tailored to the student’s goals and relevant to the 
postsecondary pathway(s) outlined in the student’s High School 
and Beyond Plan. The sequence may be comprised of courses 
within the same CTE program area or courses within more than 
one CTE program area. 

 

 
 


